
Should You Pay Your Praise Band?
Should you pay your praise band? The answer is: “it depends.”

What type of worship leader are you? Perhaps you’re a teacher at heart, and are energized by
rehearsing every musical detail of your praise set with amateur musicians until they get it right.
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Or maybe you’re more of a minister than a musician. You’re not that concerned with musical
polish and spend a good chunk of rehearsals doing a devotional.

You might be a very talented musician and demand only the best from those in your band. You
feel the Church should have the finest music and won’t settle for anything less.

In these cases it’s easy to see who should and shouldn’t have a paid band. The talented
perfectionist wants to see his/her worship vision fulfilled and will have little patience with a middle
aged volunteer drummer who hasn’t played since his high school garage band days. The minister
worship leader wouldn’t know what to do with a professional musician and both parties will end
up frustrated. The teacher worship leader would be unfulfilled and perhaps bored if her paid
band came to rehearsal and played everything perfectly the first time.

Another consideration is: what does your leadership want? If you’re a minister worship leader
unconcerned with musical details and your pastor/elders/deacons expect a professional
production every week, you’re headed for disaster. In fact, this is probably the root of most
worship leader frustrations – when a worship leader’s style is matched to the wrong type of
church. If this describes you, you’re probably banging your head against the wall and are
miserable. Summer is a great time to start looking for a new ministry – make sure your style and
the direction of the church are the same. The good news is, even in this economy, good worship
leaders are scarce and churches are always looking. Have you read my article on why worship
leaders are in demand?

A third question you should ask is: how large is your church? In my blog post The Praise Band
Paradox I describe a phenomenon where smaller churches typically have better praise bands
because they have to pay musicians to even have a band. Megachurches sometimes have less-
than-stellar musicianship because they have a large pool of volunteers (and some genius deacon
has a brainstorm: why pay for talent when we have all these wonderful volunteers!)

Bottom Line: To pay or not to pay? I’ve heard it debated for years with pros and cons from each
side and as far as I’m concerned, either way is great depending on your situation. Prayerfully
make the choice based on your worship personality and the direction of your church leadership.

Posted by: Don Chapman

Or maybe you’re more of a minister than a musician. You’re not that concerned with musical
polish and spend a good chunk of rehearsals doing a devotional.

You might be a very talented musician and demand only the best from those in your band. You
feel the Church should have the finest music and won’t settle for anything less.

In these cases it’s easy to see who should and shouldn’t have a paid band. The talented
perfectionist wants to see his/her worship vision fulfilled and will have little patience with a middle
aged volunteer drummer who hasn’t played since his high school garage band days. The minister
worship leader wouldn’t know what to do with a professional musician and both parties will end
up frustrated. The teacher worship leader would be unfulfilled and perhaps bored if her paid
band came to rehearsal and played everything perfectly the first time.

Another consideration is: what does your leadership want? If you’re a minister worship leader
unconcerned with musical details and your pastor/elders/deacons expect a professional
production every week, you’re headed for disaster. In fact, this is probably the root of most
worship leader frustrations – when a worship leader’s style is matched to the wrong type of
church. If this describes you, you’re probably banging your head against the wall and are
miserable. Summer is a great time to start looking for a new ministry – make sure your style and
the direction of the church are the same. The good news is, even in this economy, good worship
leaders are scarce and churches are always looking. Have you read my article on why worship
leaders are in demand?

A third question you should ask is: how large is your church? In my blog post The Praise Band
Paradox I describe a phenomenon where smaller churches typically have better praise bands
because they have to pay musicians to even have a band. Megachurches sometimes have less-
than-stellar musicianship because they have a large pool of volunteers (and some genius deacon
has a brainstorm: why pay for talent when we have all these wonderful volunteers!)

Bottom Line: To pay or not to pay? I’ve heard it debated for years with pros and cons from each
side and as far as I’m concerned, either way is great depending on your situation. Prayerfully
make the choice based on your worship personality and the direction of your church leadership.

Posted by: Don Chapman

Or maybe you’re more of a minister than a musician. You’re not that concerned with musical
polish and spend a good chunk of rehearsals doing a devotional.

You might be a very talented musician and demand only the best from those in your band. You
feel the Church should have the finest music and won’t settle for anything less.

In these cases it’s easy to see who should and shouldn’t have a paid band. The talented
perfectionist wants to see his/her worship vision fulfilled and will have little patience with a middle
aged volunteer drummer who hasn’t played since his high school garage band days. The minister
worship leader wouldn’t know what to do with a professional musician and both parties will end
up frustrated. The teacher worship leader would be unfulfilled and perhaps bored if her paid
band came to rehearsal and played everything perfectly the first time.

Another consideration is: what does your leadership want? If you’re a minister worship leader
unconcerned with musical details and your pastor/elders/deacons expect a professional
production every week, you’re headed for disaster. In fact, this is probably the root of most
worship leader frustrations – when a worship leader’s style is matched to the wrong type of
church. If this describes you, you’re probably banging your head against the wall and are
miserable. Summer is a great time to start looking for a new ministry – make sure your style and
the direction of the church are the same. The good news is, even in this economy, good worship
leaders are scarce and churches are always looking. Have you read my article on why worship
leaders are in demand?

A third question you should ask is: how large is your church? In my blog post The Praise Band
Paradox I describe a phenomenon where smaller churches typically have better praise bands
because they have to pay musicians to even have a band. Megachurches sometimes have less-
than-stellar musicianship because they have a large pool of volunteers (and some genius deacon
has a brainstorm: why pay for talent when we have all these wonderful volunteers!)

Bottom Line: To pay or not to pay? I’ve heard it debated for years with pros and cons from each
side and as far as I’m concerned, either way is great depending on your situation. Prayerfully
make the choice based on your worship personality and the direction of your church leadership.

Posted by: Don Chapman

Or maybe you’re more of a minister than a musician. You’re not that concerned with musical
polish and spend a good chunk of rehearsals doing a devotional.

You might be a very talented musician and demand only the best from those in your band. You
feel the Church should have the finest music and won’t settle for anything less.

In these cases it’s easy to see who should and shouldn’t have a paid band. The talented
perfectionist wants to see his/her worship vision fulfilled and will have little patience with a middle
aged volunteer drummer who hasn’t played since his high school garage band days. The minister
worship leader wouldn’t know what to do with a professional musician and both parties will end
up frustrated. The teacher worship leader would be unfulfilled and perhaps bored if her paid
band came to rehearsal and played everything perfectly the first time.

Another consideration is: what does your leadership want? If you’re a minister worship leader
unconcerned with musical details and your pastor/elders/deacons expect a professional
production every week, you’re headed for disaster. In fact, this is probably the root of most
worship leader frustrations – when a worship leader’s style is matched to the wrong type of
church. If this describes you, you’re probably banging your head against the wall and are
miserable. Summer is a great time to start looking for a new ministry – make sure your style and
the direction of the church are the same. The good news is, even in this economy, good worship
leaders are scarce and churches are always looking. Have you read my article on why worship
leaders are in demand?

A third question you should ask is: how large is your church? In my blog post The Praise Band
Paradox I describe a phenomenon where smaller churches typically have better praise bands
because they have to pay musicians to even have a band. Megachurches sometimes have less-
than-stellar musicianship because they have a large pool of volunteers (and some genius deacon
has a brainstorm: why pay for talent when we have all these wonderful volunteers!)

Bottom Line: To pay or not to pay? I’ve heard it debated for years with pros and cons from each
side and as far as I’m concerned, either way is great depending on your situation. Prayerfully
make the choice based on your worship personality and the direction of your church leadership.

Posted by: Don Chapman

Or maybe you’re more of a minister than a musician. You’re not that concerned with musical
polish and spend a good chunk of rehearsals doing a devotional.

You might be a very talented musician and demand only the best from those in your band. You
feel the Church should have the finest music and won’t settle for anything less.

In these cases it’s easy to see who should and shouldn’t have a paid band. The talented
perfectionist wants to see his/her worship vision fulfilled and will have little patience with a middle
aged volunteer drummer who hasn’t played since his high school garage band days. The minister
worship leader wouldn’t know what to do with a professional musician and both parties will end
up frustrated. The teacher worship leader would be unfulfilled and perhaps bored if her paid
band came to rehearsal and played everything perfectly the first time.

Another consideration is: what does your leadership want? If you’re a minister worship leader
unconcerned with musical details and your pastor/elders/deacons expect a professional
production every week, you’re headed for disaster. In fact, this is probably the root of most
worship leader frustrations – when a worship leader’s style is matched to the wrong type of
church. If this describes you, you’re probably banging your head against the wall and are
miserable. Summer is a great time to start looking for a new ministry – make sure your style and
the direction of the church are the same. The good news is, even in this economy, good worship
leaders are scarce and churches are always looking. Have you read my article on why worship
leaders are in demand?

A third question you should ask is: how large is your church? In my blog post The Praise Band
Paradox I describe a phenomenon where smaller churches typically have better praise bands
because they have to pay musicians to even have a band. Megachurches sometimes have less-
than-stellar musicianship because they have a large pool of volunteers (and some genius deacon
has a brainstorm: why pay for talent when we have all these wonderful volunteers!)

Bottom Line: To pay or not to pay? I’ve heard it debated for years with pros and cons from each
side and as far as I’m concerned, either way is great depending on your situation. Prayerfully
make the choice based on your worship personality and the direction of your church leadership.

Posted by: Don Chapman

Or maybe you’re more of a minister than a musician. You’re not that concerned with musical
polish and spend a good chunk of rehearsals doing a devotional.

You might be a very talented musician and demand only the best from those in your band. You
feel the Church should have the finest music and won’t settle for anything less.

In these cases it’s easy to see who should and shouldn’t have a paid band. The talented
perfectionist wants to see his/her worship vision fulfilled and will have little patience with a middle
aged volunteer drummer who hasn’t played since his high school garage band days. The minister
worship leader wouldn’t know what to do with a professional musician and both parties will end
up frustrated. The teacher worship leader would be unfulfilled and perhaps bored if her paid
band came to rehearsal and played everything perfectly the first time.

Another consideration is: what does your leadership want? If you’re a minister worship leader
unconcerned with musical details and your pastor/elders/deacons expect a professional
production every week, you’re headed for disaster. In fact, this is probably the root of most
worship leader frustrations – when a worship leader’s style is matched to the wrong type of
church. If this describes you, you’re probably banging your head against the wall and are
miserable. Summer is a great time to start looking for a new ministry – make sure your style and
the direction of the church are the same. The good news is, even in this economy, good worship
leaders are scarce and churches are always looking. Have you read my article on why worship
leaders are in demand?

A third question you should ask is: how large is your church? In my blog post The Praise Band
Paradox I describe a phenomenon where smaller churches typically have better praise bands
because they have to pay musicians to even have a band. Megachurches sometimes have less-
than-stellar musicianship because they have a large pool of volunteers (and some genius deacon
has a brainstorm: why pay for talent when we have all these wonderful volunteers!)

Bottom Line: To pay or not to pay? I’ve heard it debated for years with pros and cons from each
side and as far as I’m concerned, either way is great depending on your situation. Prayerfully
make the choice based on your worship personality and the direction of your church leadership.

Posted by: Don Chapman

http://worshipideas.com/committing-murder/
http://worshipideas.com/praise-band-paradox/
http://www.worshipideas.com/author/chippie1/


7 Key Traits of Anointed Worship Leaders Poll: Which Style Best Reflects Your Worship Music?

Facebook Twitter Google+ Linkedin Pinterest

TOP POSTS

The Strange, Short Life
Cycle of a Rock Star

Worship Leader

Here’s What Ruined
Contemporary

Worship

January 25, 2016
Kill Your Megachurch

Worship

WORSHIP POLLS

Which vocal format(s) best
represents your worship ministry

in 2018? Choose all that apply:

 Larger praise team of 4-8 people

 Praise team trio (soprano, alto, tenor)

 Single worship leader with a backup
vocalist

 Single worship leader

& ' + ) *

∠ ∠

58,901
Likes

15,181
Followers

370,847
Video Views

7 Key Traits of Anointed Worship Leaders Poll: Which Style Best Reflects Your Worship Music?

Facebook Twitter Google+ Linkedin Pinterest

TOP POSTS

The Strange, Short Life
Cycle of a Rock Star

Worship Leader

Here’s What Ruined
Contemporary

Worship

January 25, 2016
Kill Your Megachurch

Worship

WORSHIP POLLS

Which vocal format(s) best
represents your worship ministry

in 2018? Choose all that apply:

 Larger praise team of 4-8 people

 Praise team trio (soprano, alto, tenor)

 Single worship leader with a backup
vocalist

 Single worship leader

& ' + ) *

∠ ∠

58,901
Likes

15,181
Followers

370,847
Video Views

7 Key Traits of Anointed Worship Leaders Poll: Which Style Best Reflects Your Worship Music?

Facebook Twitter Google+ Linkedin Pinterest

TOP POSTS

The Strange, Short Life
Cycle of a Rock Star

Worship Leader

Here’s What Ruined
Contemporary

Worship

January 25, 2016
Kill Your Megachurch

Worship

WORSHIP POLLS

Which vocal format(s) best
represents your worship ministry

in 2018? Choose all that apply:

 Larger praise team of 4-8 people

 Praise team trio (soprano, alto, tenor)

 Single worship leader with a backup
vocalist

 Single worship leader

& ' + ) *

∠ ∠

58,901
Likes

15,181
Followers

370,847
Video Views

7 Key Traits of Anointed Worship Leaders Poll: Which Style Best Reflects Your Worship Music?

Facebook Twitter Google+ Linkedin Pinterest

TOP POSTS

The Strange, Short Life
Cycle of a Rock Star

Worship Leader

Here’s What Ruined
Contemporary

Worship

January 25, 2016
Kill Your Megachurch

Worship

WORSHIP POLLS

Which vocal format(s) best
represents your worship ministry

in 2018? Choose all that apply:

 Larger praise team of 4-8 people

 Praise team trio (soprano, alto, tenor)

 Single worship leader with a backup
vocalist

 Single worship leader

& ' + ) *

∠ ∠

58,901
Likes

15,181
Followers

370,847
Video Views

7 Key Traits of Anointed Worship Leaders Poll: Which Style Best Reflects Your Worship Music?

Facebook Twitter Google+ Linkedin Pinterest

TOP POSTS

The Strange, Short Life
Cycle of a Rock Star

Worship Leader

Here’s What Ruined
Contemporary

Worship

January 25, 2016
Kill Your Megachurch

Worship

WORSHIP POLLS

Which vocal format(s) best
represents your worship ministry

in 2018? Choose all that apply:

 Larger praise team of 4-8 people

 Praise team trio (soprano, alto, tenor)

 Single worship leader with a backup
vocalist

 Single worship leader

& ' + ) *

∠ ∠

58,901
Likes

15,181
Followers

370,847
Video Views

7 Key Traits of Anointed Worship Leaders Poll: Which Style Best Reflects Your Worship Music?

Facebook Twitter Google+ Linkedin Pinterest

TOP POSTS

The Strange, Short Life
Cycle of a Rock Star

Worship Leader

Here’s What Ruined
Contemporary

Worship

January 25, 2016
Kill Your Megachurch

Worship

WORSHIP POLLS

Which vocal format(s) best
represents your worship ministry

in 2018? Choose all that apply:

 Larger praise team of 4-8 people

 Praise team trio (soprano, alto, tenor)

 Single worship leader with a backup
vocalist

 Single worship leader

& ' + ) *

∠ ∠

58,901
Likes

15,181
Followers

370,847
Video Views

http://facebook.com/share.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.worshipideas.com%2Fshould-you-pay-your-praise-band%2F&t=Should+You+Pay+Your+Praise+Band%3F
http://twitter.com/home?status=Should+You+Pay+Your+Praise+Band%3F%20http%3A%2F%2Fwww.worshipideas.com%2Fshould-you-pay-your-praise-band%2F
https://plus.google.com/share?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.worshipideas.com%2Fshould-you-pay-your-praise-band%2F&t=Should+You+Pay+Your+Praise+Band%3F
http://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.worshipideas.com%2Fshould-you-pay-your-praise-band%2F&title=Should+You+Pay+Your+Praise+Band%3F&summary=Should+you+pay+your+praise+band%3F+The+answer+is%3A+%26%238220%3Bit+depends.%26%238221%3B+What+type+of+worship+leader+are+you%3F+Perhaps+you%26%238217%3Bre+a+teacher+at+heart...
http://pinterest.com/pin/create/button/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.worshipideas.com%2Fshould-you-pay-your-praise-band%2F&media=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.worshipideas.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2Fdollar-150x150.jpg&description=Should+You+Pay+Your+Praise+Band%3F
http://www.worshipideas.com/7-key-traits-of-anointed-worship-leaders/
http://www.worshipideas.com/poll-which-style-best-reflects-your-worship-music/
http://www.worshipideas.com/the-strange-short-life-cycle-of-a-rock-star-worship-leader/
http://www.worshipideas.com/the-strange-short-life-cycle-of-a-rock-star-worship-leader/
http://www.worshipideas.com/heres-what-ruined-contemporary-worship/
http://www.worshipideas.com/heres-what-ruined-contemporary-worship/
http://www.worshipideas.com/kill-your-megachurch-worship/
http://www.worshipideas.com/kill-your-megachurch-worship/
http://www.worshipideas.com/seven-steps-churches-are-taking-to-replace-the-stand-and-greet-time/
http://downloadafreeunderscore.subscribemenow.com/
http://www.facebook.com/worshipideas
http://twitter.com/worshipideas
http://www.youtube.com/user/worshipideas


August 10, 2015
Seven Steps Churches
Are Taking to Replace
the Stand-and-Greet

Time

May 25, 2015
Andy Stanley Trashes
Expository Preaching

January 26, 2015
The New Service Order

What Happened to
Contemporary

Christian Music?

Tips to Help a Small
Church Look Like a Big

Church #1

Contemporary

   Vote   View ResultsAugust 10, 2015
Seven Steps Churches
Are Taking to Replace
the Stand-and-Greet

Time

May 25, 2015
Andy Stanley Trashes
Expository Preaching

January 26, 2015
The New Service Order

What Happened to
Contemporary

Christian Music?

Tips to Help a Small
Church Look Like a Big

Church #1

Contemporary

   Vote   View ResultsAugust 10, 2015
Seven Steps Churches
Are Taking to Replace
the Stand-and-Greet

Time

May 25, 2015
Andy Stanley Trashes
Expository Preaching

January 26, 2015
The New Service Order

What Happened to
Contemporary

Christian Music?

Tips to Help a Small
Church Look Like a Big

Church #1

Contemporary

   Vote   View ResultsAugust 10, 2015
Seven Steps Churches
Are Taking to Replace
the Stand-and-Greet

Time

May 25, 2015
Andy Stanley Trashes
Expository Preaching

January 26, 2015
The New Service Order

What Happened to
Contemporary

Christian Music?

Tips to Help a Small
Church Look Like a Big

Church #1

Contemporary

   Vote   View ResultsAugust 10, 2015
Seven Steps Churches
Are Taking to Replace
the Stand-and-Greet

Time

May 25, 2015
Andy Stanley Trashes
Expository Preaching

January 26, 2015
The New Service Order

What Happened to
Contemporary

Christian Music?

Tips to Help a Small
Church Look Like a Big

Church #1

Contemporary

   Vote   View ResultsAugust 10, 2015
Seven Steps Churches
Are Taking to Replace
the Stand-and-Greet

Time

May 25, 2015
Andy Stanley Trashes
Expository Preaching

January 26, 2015
The New Service Order

What Happened to
Contemporary

Christian Music?

Tips to Help a Small
Church Look Like a Big

Church #1

Contemporary

   Vote   View Results

http://www.worshipideas.com/seven-steps-churches-are-taking-to-replace-the-stand-and-greet-time/
http://www.worshipideas.com/andy-stanley-trashes-expository-preaching/
http://www.worshipideas.com/andy-stanley-trashes-expository-preaching/
http://www.worshipideas.com/the-new-service-order/
http://www.worshipideas.com/the-new-service-order/
http://www.worshipideas.com/what-happened-to-contemporary-christian-music/
http://www.worshipideas.com/what-happened-to-contemporary-christian-music/
http://www.worshipideas.com/tips-to-help-a-small-church-look-like-a-big-church-1/
http://www.worshipideas.com/tips-to-help-a-small-church-look-like-a-big-church-1/
http://www.worshipideas.com/contemporary-communion/
http://www.worshipideas.com/contemporary-communion/
http://www.worshipideas.com/should-you-pay-your-praise-band/#ViewPollResults
http://worshipideas.com/worshipideas-named-a-top-online-resource/


Contemporary
Communion

What’s Wrong With
Your Worship Music

©2018 WorshipIdeas.com

Contemporary
Communion

What’s Wrong With
Your Worship Music

©2018 WorshipIdeas.com

http://www.worshipideas.com/contemporary-communion/
http://www.worshipideas.com/whats-wrong-with-your-worship-music/
http://www.worshipideas.com/whats-wrong-with-your-worship-music/

