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Why are Protestant and
Catholic Bibles di�erent?
To �nd the answer, we must look to the Councils of Jamnia...
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Why are Protestant and Catholic Bibles di�erent?

—Dana

The Protestant Bible, of which the NIV is one version, is seven books shorter than

the Bible used by Roman Catholics. But Protestants didn't just take out books; they

used a di�erent standard of what should be in the Bible.

The Hebrew Bible has 24 books. This list, or "canon,"

was a�rmed at the Councils of Jamnia in A.D. 90

and 118. The Protestant Old Testament includes

exactly the same information, but organized into 39

books. For example, the Hebrew Bible has one book

of Samuel, while the Protestant Bible has I and II

Samuel—same book, but divided into two parts.

In addition to these 39 books, the Catholic Old

Testament includes Tobit, Judith, Wisdom of

Solomon, Ecclesiasticus (Sirach), Baruch (includes the

Letters of Jeremiah), I and II Maccabees, and

additions to Daniel and Esther. These books were

included in the Septuagint, a Greek translation of a

di�erent Hebrew canon. Early church fathers, who

relied on the Septuagint (they could read Greek, but

not Hebrew), sometimes quoted these books as

Scripture. The status of the books continued to be

debated throughout the Middle Ages.

At the time of the Reformation, Protestants decided

that, because the additional books weren't in the

Hebrew Bible, they shouldn't be in the Christian

Bible, either (though they were included in early

Subscribe to Christianity Today and get instant access to
past issues of Christian History!

Free Newsletters
Get the best from CT editors, delivered straight to
your inbox!

Email Address

Current Issue JUN 2016

Standing with
Charleston, One
Year A�er the
Emanuel AME
Church Shooting

Coming Out at
Wheaton College

How God Messed Up
My Happy Atheist Life

SUBSCRIBE | VIEW ALL

Explore Our Latest / Must-Reads / The Magazine

share 735Explore Why are Protestant and Catholic Bibles di�erent?OUR MINISTRY OUR CAUSE OUR BRANDS



A Tinker's Dissent, A Pilgrim's
Conscience
Richard Greaves

1525 The Anabaptist Movement
Begins
Hated by Protestants and Catholics alike, these "radical reformers"
wanted to not merely reform the church but restore it.

From Jesus to Mary and Back
Again: The History of the
Annunciation
The surprising reason it falls during Lent, and why it has been
important for �ghting heresy and abortion.

Ted Olsen

Read These Next

TAGS:

POSTED:

Council of Trent (1546), decided to keep the

"deutero-canonical" books.

Incidentally, Protestants and Catholics use the same

New Testament, the content of which was de�ned by

Athanasius in 367.

For more on this topic, see Christian History Issue 43: How We Got Our Bible.
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